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SELECTION OF THE ARCHITECT 


All business is competitive. All members of a profession are competitors, 


yet professional men must keep their competition on a very high plane. 


Architects, like other professional people, are individuals prepared to 
handle certain work that takes specialized training and experience. They act 


as the agent of the client, and are responsible for the conduct of the work. 


Selecting the proper Architect for each project often is more difficult 
than selecting a member of other professions. The Architect is responsible 
for spending large sums of money for his client. He must be known for his 


high integrity, his ability as a designer, and for being a good business man. 


A City Council, School Board, Commissioners Court or other public or 
private body will from time to time develop a need for the services of an 
Architect. As this need becomes known many architectural firms will request 


that their services be considered for the project. This poses a problem. 


The presentation of brochures by all firms should be encouraged. A study 
of the people, the facilities, the experience, and the list of completed works 
handled by the firm should all be evaluated. Often all but three or four 
firms may be eliminated by a study of the brochures. Those remaining can be 


called in for a personal interview by a special committee or by the entire 


body. 


Whatever the method used for the selection of the Architect, it should be 
designed to secure the most able man or firm available for a particular 


situation, 


The Texas Society of Architects is preparing a pamphlet dealing with 
this all important subject of selecting the Architect. II should be 
ready for distribution during the early summer. Those interested may 
be put on the list to secure free copies by writing this magazine. 
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THE INSTITUTE — A CONTINUING FORCE FOR 
THE GOOD OF THE PROFESSION 


By Edward L. Wilson, A.LA. 
Regional Director, Texas District 


IC is interesting to note that the Amer- 
ican Institute of Architects as a profes- 
sional society was officially founded in 
1857 and is only ten years younger than 
the venerable American Medical Associa- 
tion. It has enjoyed continuous and ef- 
fective growth since that date. |t seems 
reasonable to suppose that had it not been 
for the ideals and aims fostered by the 
Institute, the profession of architecture 
might not today so fully merit the esteem 
of the public, and the practitioners of 
this profession might not find themselves 
in the position of being able to practice 
their profession as such, free from en- 
tangling alliances with the sales of mate- 
rials, building specialties, etc. 

We owe much to the early founders of 
the Institute and it is interesting to re- 
member that it was founded by a com- 
paratively small group of men, the origi- 
nal number being twelve. These twelve 
found difficulty in getting eighteen oth- 
ers of sufficient competence to assist in 
organizing the new society. No doubt the 
Institute grew out of a dire need to lend 
a semblance of orderliness to the practice 
of architecture. Its first organization was 
incorporated under the laws of the State 
of New York and it remains today in that 
form, By 1887 chapters in San Francisco, 
Washington, D. C., Michigan and Central 
New York State had been organized. To- 
day there are many chapters, a recent 
count showing ninety-seven together with 
nine state organizations serving the whole 
of the United States and its possessions. 

A list of the accomplishments of the 
Institute during the nearly one hundred 
years of its existence would require a 
great deal of space and be filled with 
statistics. Broadly speaking it has stood 


for alf that is good and noble in archi- 
tecture. It has accomplished in great 
measure its early aims and continues to 
serve the public and the profession. 


The present day value of the Institute 
to the general public, to the country 
and to its membership is considerable. 
We find it fostering effective architec- 
tural registration laws in the states to pro- 
tect the public against incompetent prac- 
titioners. IL assumes a position of leader- 
ship in matters of architectural education, 
working constantly to foster a higher 
standard in the colleges and universities, 
encouraging them to turn out graduates 
who are able to practice the profession 
with skill and integrity. The Institute 
affords able representation in the legis- 
lative halls of the States and the Nation 
to obtain taws relating to building which 
will be in the public interest. The In- 
stitute has provided standards by which 
the public may wisely judge an architect 
and his services. The Institute has pre- 
pared and issues contract forms, General 
Conditions and other standards which are 
widely accepted and which help to pre- 
vent many disagreements and taw suits. 
The Institute polices its own member- 
ship through mandatory rules of ethics 
and discourages the few architects who 
might be tempted to engage in practices 
which would be detrimental to the pro- 
fession and the public interest. By re- 
warding outstanding performance on the 
part of its members through bestowal of 
Fellowships, the Institute fosters incen- 
tives for constantly improved practice. 
Through active public relations programs, 
the public is informed of the proper func- 
tion of the architect. There are many 
more detailed services which the Insti- 


Е 


tute renders which make it indispensab:e 
in the field of professional architectural 
practice, 

The institute is a national body in- 
corporated under the laws of the State af 
New York. tts divisions are in the form 
of chapters chartered by the national 
body and located throughout the various 
states and d.stricts, the number depend- 
ing upon the density of population and 
geographical d.stances. A recent account 
shows some ninety-seven such chapters 
and whereas Texas has nine, many other 
states have only one. Each chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects is 
autonomous, subject only to compliance 
with certain national by-laws and rules. 

The country is divided into twelve 
regional districts. The national body is 
governed by the Board of Directors, con- 
sisting of one director from each regional 
district, a total of twelve. National offi- 
cers are the President, first and second 
Vice-Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The National Headquarters are located 
at the Octagon in Washington, D. C., a 
beautiful early American residential 
estate of considerable historical impor- 
tance. There are many other interesting 
historical facts concerning the Octagon 
which it is not feasible to mention here. 
The central organization of the Institute 
occupies the Octagon and adjacent build- 
ings and is under the direction of the 
Executive Director and his staff. Here the 
public activities are directed and the 
many other functions of the organization 
having to do with Research and Education, 
Institute Finance, Public Relations, col- 
laboration with allied professions, tech- 
nical services and many others. The 
Board of Directors meets several times 
during the year and the Institute as a 
whole holds an annua! convention to 
which delegates from the various chap- 
ters are sent. This is an event of out- 
standing importance to the profession 
and is the focal point for all of its organ- 
izational activities. 


As the national organization is most 
active in matters pertaining to the nation 
as a whole, so the chapters are active in 
dealing in matters of state and local 
significance. in a number of cases, the 
chapters are banded together into state 
and regional organizations which find an 
active purpose in dealing with affairs on 
a state or regional level. The Texas So- 
ciety of Architects serves as both a reg- 
ional and state organization of the In- 
stitute since the State of Texas now com- 
prises a separate regional district. The 
objectives of the national body are car- 
ried out in detail in chapter afta.rs. How- 
ever, aside from the organized activities 
of the chapters a most useful purpose 15 
served in providing the type of fellow- 
ship and mutual benefits which can come 
only from local and frequent association 
among the members. The exchange of in- 
formation, the discussion of mutual prob- 
lems and a spirit of co-operation are the 
results of this close association and they 
are of great value in fostering a profes- 
sional attitude among architects. 

The period in which the profession 
finds itself at this time is one of great 
stress and emergency. The Institute is 
endeavoring with all the forces at its 
command to cope with these special prob- 
lems which affect the architect and his 
client. The building industry chafes un- 
der the burden of controls coming out 
the defense mobilization program. While 
these are in force the Institute is making 
every effort to see that they are fair as 
well as effective. To this end the Institute 
is laboring constantly through its various 
committees and staff members. Without 
the well organized efforts in these di- 
rections, the confusion which seems to 
exist in the construction industry at the 
moment would indeed be chaotic. In the 
face of the need for conserving materials 
and for providing essential construction 
under restricted programs, architects must 
exert their best efforts to design build- 

(Continued on Page 16} 


School Architect Exhibit 

For the third consecutive year the 
American Association of School Adminis- 
trators is inviting architects to 2nter ex- 
hibits of schoo! buildings at the associa- 
tion’s three regional conventions. 

These conventions will be held this 
year in St. Louis, February 23-27; Los 
Angeles, March 8-12, and Boston, April 
5-9. 

A jury will award Seals of Merit to not 
more than 24 of the exhibits. 

Further information can be obtained by 
writing the association’s headquarters at 
1201 16th Street, N.W., Washington 6, 
D. C. 


A Separate Region 
Texas comprises a separate region of 
the American Institute of Architects. The 
Texas Society of Architects is the regional 
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PEOPLE — AND THE NATION'S FUTURE 


Educational theories hold that the bes 


apidly while unskilled and common la- 


elementary school teacher-pupil ratio iss borers have increased but eight percent 


27 children per room, per teacher. If this 
goal is to be reached by 1960, the na- 
tion will need at least 600,000 more 
classrooms and more than 700,000 new 
teachers. 

The need for more kigh school class- 
rooms, while not so pressing at this time, 
will likely come within the next few years 
due to the birth boom that began in the 
early 4075. 

These and other facts that will face 
almost every community in Texas and in 
the nation were reported in a recent well- 
known Washington news- letter. 

Nearly four million babies were born 
in 1950, setting an all-time record, with 
the trend pointing to larger famililies. 
Statistics now show 3.1 children per 
mother. However, marriages will be on 
decline during the early 1950's due to 
the low birth rate in the 193075. 

Home Building Boom 

A large new home building boom ap- 
pears certain for the early 60's to take 
care of the above average number of 
young couples who will be married by 
then. When the present building boom 
has slowed down, the experts believe the 
lull will last less than nine years. 

Surveys of equipment inside the na- 
tion’s homes show that more than 90 
percent have electricity, 95 percent have 
radios, about 80 percent have mechanical 
refrigeration, and nearly 60 percent have 
gas-fed cooking equipment. These same 
surveys reveal that more than half of all 
homes are owned and being lived in by 
the owners. Of all homes, 21 percent are 
new or were built within the last 10 
years. 

Today a large number of American 
homes are over 30 years ald, indicating 
that home modernization should be on 
the upgrade in the near future. 

In job lines, statistics point out that 
the number of skilled workers has risen 


since 1940. Reason for this rise in the 
number of skilled workers is the increased 
school facilities available. 

Again, due to the low birth rate during 
the depression, new workers will be 
scarcer during the mid-50’s since fewer 
will reach working age. This same fact 
also makes it appear that draft rules will 
be tightened since fewer men of draft 
age will be available. 

in job opportunities for children now in 
school the need for service line em- 
ployees is greatest. These fines include 
clerks, store salespeople, salesmen, bar- 
bers, waiters and insurance men. Profes- 
sions such as architecture, medicine and 
law also need more members as do the 
sciences such as physics and biology. Due 
to the future housing boom, men in the 
bricklaying, painting, plastering and other 
construction trades will be in demand. 

Growth Rate 

The Pacific Coast was the fastest 
growing region in the nation during the 
past 10 years. Florida was next, having 
increased in population about 45 percent. 
The Southwest comes third with Texas’ 
population being up about 20 percent. 
Cities in Texas show growths of 59 per- 
cent for Fort Worth, 53 percent for Dal- 
las, 52 percent for Houston and 78 per- 
cent for Corpus Christi. Due to big gov- 
ernment, Washington О. С. is up 50 per- 
cent in population. 

Nearly 65 percent of all Americans 
live in cities above 2500 in population, 
with suburban areas growing without let- 
up. 

Life expectancy for a baby girl born 
now is 7! years while a baby boy has 
life expectancy of 66 years. 

The nation’s wealth is based on its 
people. All indications now point to a 
constantly growing and expanding Amer- 
ica with the long-range future appearing 
healthy. 
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HOUSTON CHAPTER'S HONOR AWARDS, 1951 


The Houston Chapter AIA-TSA made 
two honor awards for architectural 
achievement in 1951. This is the highest 
recognition given its members by the 
Chapter and is made annually. 

Commercial Honor Award 

The Rice Stadium in Houston received 
the Chapter's 195) honor award for com- 
mercial work. It was designed by Chapter 
members Herman Lloyd & Wm. B. Mor- 
gan and Milton McGinty. The time ele- 
ment played a major roll in its design. 
The architectural contract was awarded 
in November of 1949. The stadium itself 
had to be finished and ready for the first 
football game of the 1950 season. 

The level of the playing field is twen- 
ty-five feet below the ground surface. 
This creates a complete lower bowl seat- 
ing 40,000. The concourse surrounding 
this bowl provides access to the lower and 
upper stands and is approximately twelve 
feet above finish grade. 

The East and West upper stands seat- 
ing 15,000 each are raised above the 
lower concourse and overlap the backrows 
of the lower stands. This provides a 
means of natural ventilation for the lower 


bowl and brings the upper stand seats 
closer to the playing field. In the future 
the stadium capacity can be increased 
from 70,000 to 110,000 by completing 
the upper bowl at the North and South 
ends. 


Adequate space for the press, radio 
and television are provided in a two- 
story press box at the rear and above the 
West stands. Public facilities, concession 
stands, offices, team dressing rooms and 
other essential facilities also are provided. 
About seventy acres are devoted to the 
stadium and its parking areas. 


Interesting and at the same time diffi- 
cult problems which were solved included 
the unusual construction procedure em- 
ployed in the interest of economy and 
time; the engineering problems involved 
in the flood lighting of the field; the 
means used to solve the ground and sub- 
surface water conditions; and even the 
problem of growing a turf within the 
short time of three months. 


Residential Award 
The residence of Mr. and Mrs. Hugo 
V. Neuhaus, Jr., 


in Houston, received 


the Chapter's 1951 honor award for resi- 
dential work. it was designed by the 
architect, a member of the firm of 
Cowell G Neuhaus, for his family of 
three. 


The plan is devised to give seclusion 
to the various functions of the house and 
yet maintain an easy flow of circulation 
and space throughout. Entrance is through 
the entrance patio to the living area 
which forms the core of the house. At the 
extremities of the house are separate 
wings for a master suite, a group of bed- 
rocms for child, mursemaid and guest, 
and a third wing for service and servants 
quarters. A separate playhouse contains 
a child’s recreation room with facilities 
for conversion later into a guest house. 

Partially enclosed by the wings is the 
spacious rear patio. This has tropical 
planting and a reflection pool which ex- 
tends along under and separates the glass 
walls ot the living room and dining room. 


Ventilation is by sliding panels in floor- 
to-ceiling glass walls 


the 


and by glass 


jalousies in bedroom and service 


wings. The house is heated and cooled by 


separated air-conditioning units which 
permit localized cooling or heating of the 
different areas. 

Exterior walls are of salmon-pink tex- 
tured brick. Interior walls are of plaster, 
Honduras mahogany plywood and the 
same brick as used on the exterior. The 
floors, both indoors and in the patio, are 
of terrazzo, with the exception of the 
bedroom wing where wood parquet floor- 
ing was used 

General lighting in the house is by re- 
cessed “muralites”” which throw an even 
wash of light on entire wail surfaces. Pin- 
hole down-lights accent books and paint- 
Outdoor is by mercury 
vapor floodlights sunk in copper cylinders 
in the ground. 


ings. lighting 
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Job Sign Competition 

Zeb Rike of McAllen was named win- 
ner of the Architect's Job Sign Contest” 
staged by the Lower Rio Grande Valley 
Chapter, AIA-TSA. 

Judge in the competition was Architect 
Warren C. Suter of Mission who did not 
sponsor an entry. 

Chapter President A. H. Woolridge 
made the announcement. 


Change of Election Date 

The Texas Coastal Bend Chapter, AIA- 
TSA, reported in January that it may 
change its election date to coincide with 
the state election. 

Chapter Secretary E. Dexter Hamon of 
Corpus Christi said action will be taken 
on the matter at a forthcoming chapter 
meeting. 

Present officers of the chapter are 
Needham B. Smyth, president, and Wil- 
liam C. Wood, vice-president. 


Dallas Elects Officers 
Terrell R. Harper has been elected 


president of the Dallas Chaper, AIA-TSA, 
for 1952 to serve with the following 
other new officers: 

Clifford J. Lane, vice-president; Wil- 
liam H. Hidell, Jr., treasurer; J. Herschel 
Fisher, secretary, and Arch B. Swank, TSA 
director. 


West Texas Chairmen 

Committee chairmen of the West 
Texas Chapter, AIA-TSA, have been ap- 
pointed as follows: 

Reginald Roberts, membership; Charles 
Huie, Jr., attendance, arrangements and 
programs; Raymond Phelps, practice of 
architecture; Robert M. Ayres, relations 
with construction industry; Richard Van- 
der Straten, public relations; Marvin 
Eickenroht, education and registration; 
Clarence Rinard, public information; 
Thomas В. Thompson, allied arts, and 
Dahl Dewees, civic design. 
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Centra! Texas Officers 

New officers of the Central Texas 
Chapter, AIA-TSA, were elected in Jan- 
uary at the Chapter's monthly meeting. 

They are Lee К. Buttrill of Тетр!е 
president; Winfred Gustafson, vice-presi- 
dent; Martin Kermacy, secretary; J. Roy 
White, treasurer, and Arthur Fehr, TSA 
director, all of Austin. 


Dallas Committee Chairmen 

The Dallas Chapter, AIA-TSA, will 
have the following committee chairmen 
for 1952: 

George Harrell, practice of architect- 
ure; Arthur Thomas, relations with con- 
struction industry; Harris Kemp, educa- 
tion and registration; Jack Corgan, pub- 
lic relations; Clifford Lane, public infor- 
mation; Herschel Fisher, institute mem- 
bership; George Dahl, program; Stanley 
Brown, auditing; Grayson Gill, urban 
planning; Arch Swank, architecture 
1952; Wade Klamberg, AGM medal; 


Robert White, plan bureau; Ralph Bryan, 


OFFICE 


speakers panel; John Carsey, social or 
entertainment; Everett Welch, by-laws; 
Irving Porter, civil defense, and Thomas 
Broad, advertising and resources. 


Panhandle Chapter Elects 
Officers to head the Panhandle Chap- 


ter, AIA-TSA, were elected in January 
as follows: 

О. L. Puckett of Big Spring, president; 
Robert E. Hucker of Amarillo, vice-presi- 
dent; Robert Lockard of Lubbock, secre- 
tary; F. A. Kleinschmidt of Lubbock, 
treasurer, and Macon Q. Carder of Amar- 
illo, TSA director. 


Valley Chapter Elects 

At the annual meeting of the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley Chapter, AlA-TSA, 
held last month, the following officers 
were elected for 1952. 

President, A. H. Woolridge of Browns- 
ville; Vice-President, Hadley Smith of 
San Genito; Secretary-Treasurer, Warren 
C. Suter of Mission. 


EQUIPMENT CO. 


FINGER 
offers... 
Texas LARGEST Stocks 
Texas LOWEST Prices 


Office Furniture and Equipment 
FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN TEXAS 
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In Houston: 2212 Jefferson, CHarter 2635 e in Dallas: 965 South Lamar, RAndolph 8109 


TEXAS AUTOMATIC 
SPRINKLER COMPANY 


Contractors and Engineers 


Uling 


Approved Fire Protection 


Call Us for Prompt and Complete Fire 
Protection, Consultation, Design and Esti- 
mate Service at No Obligation 


EXECUTIVE 


OFFICE OFFICES 


2330 SUMMER ST. 
DALLAS, TEXAS SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 
FABRICATING 
PLANTS NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
2330 SUMMER ST. 

DALLAS, TEXAS OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 
2302 TEXAS AVE 
HOUSTON, 
TEXAS 
325 W, TRIGG AVE 
MEMPHIS, TENN 


LITTLE ROCK. ARK. 


JACKSON, MISS 


Houston Names Chairmen 


Stayton Nunn, president of the Hous- 
AIA-TSA, has announced 
the following committee chairmen to serve 
the Chapter during 1952. 
Milton Foy Martin, Budget; 
Paul Jones, 


ton Chapter, 


Williams 
Program; Harry 0. Payne, 
Insurance; C. A. Johnson, Civil Defense; 
Josh Tillinghast, Vance D. 
Phenix, Engineers Council Representa- 
tives; John T. Rather, Jr., Fellowship 
Nominations; Karl Kamrath, Allied Arts; 
Thompson McCleary, Honor Awards; 
Jack W, Knostman, Memberships; Wil- 
liam C. Caldwell, Practice of Architecture; 
Lewis J. Woodruff, Relations with the 
Construction Industry; James C. More- 
head, Jr., Public Relations and Informa- 
tion; James K. Dunaway, Education and 
Registration, and George W. Rustay, Civic 
Design. 


By-Laws; 
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Binswanger + CO. 


CXC 


welcomes an 
opportunity to 
work with the 
Architect on 
building ideas 
and the newest 
uses for 


Ask one of Binswanger's 
Texas offices to have 
an “architect's counsel” 
call on you 


HOUSTON DALLAS 

FORT WORTH AUSTIN 

PORT ARTHUR BEAUMONT 
BAYTOWN 


SEMINAR SESSIONS 
STAGED FOR TEACHERS 
BY DALLAS CHAPTER 


Designed to serve as an architectural 
to develop ideas of 
local architects on specific subjects and 
to increase the liaison between practicing 
architects and those who teach 
eight-session series of architectural semi- 
nars is being staged by the Dallas Chap- 
ter, AIA-TSA, at the request of the Dal- 
las Independent School District's Board 
of Education. 


refresher course, 


it, an 


These 2 hour long seminars are being 
held on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 
January 17 and February 12 in the Ad- 
ministration Building. 


The sessions are attended primarily by 
district high school teachers of architect- 
ural drawing and other related subjects. 
A committee of these teachers pointed 
out the need for the seminars. 

Some of the subjects included are 
urban and area planning, design, pres- 
entation drawings, models for presenta- 
tion purposes, working drawings, mater- 
ials and methods, foundations and struct- 
ural systems, mechanical design, illumi- 
nation, acoustics, color, landscaping, esti- 
mating, supervision and architectural his- 
tory. 

A speaker is provided by the Dallas 
Chapter for each subject and a panei is 
arranged to aid in discussions following 
each talk, 

At the conclusion of the seminars, 
the Chapter will mimeograph all prepared 
talks and bind them so the attending 
teachers can study them in greater de- 
tail. 

in charge of arrangements are Arthur 
ნ, Thornas and Donald 5. Nelson of the 
Dallas Chapter. 


RIVOIRE AND POOLE 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
2520 Huldy 
Houston 19, Texas 


Electrical and Mechanical Р. E.“s 


CONSULTING FOUNDATION 
ENGINEERS 


Undisturbed Sample Borings 
Soil Mechanics Laboratory 


GREER & McCLELLAND 
2649 N. Main Houston, Texas 


SOUTHERN INSPECTION SERVICE 
ENGINEERS INSPECTION £ TESTS 


P. 0. Box 3206 Houston 
2633 Ave. 
P 0. Barnerd 
ме. VA-6621 
Heuston, Texes 
The Institute 


(Continued from Page 5) 

ings with a minimum of critical mate- 
rials and with a minimum of wasted space 
and facilities. The institute is assisting 
this effort in all possible ways through 
research, advice and effective representa- 
tion before natioinal agencies. Its efforts 
toward maintaining effective balances in 
the constructioin industry are of great 
public service since the building industry 
comprises so large a segment of the na- 
tion’s economy. Large scale inactivity or 
unemployment in this industry, either 
now or in the future, can well be the 
source from which might spring economic 
depression or collapse. 

In the interest of the public welfare, 
and that of the architectural profession 
and the individual architect and his 
client, the Institute is dedicating itself to 
an effective solution of the critical prob- 
lems facing us now and that will arise in 
the future. 


Beautifully 


new 


ROMANSTONE 


THE LIMESTONE BRICK 


As a creative challenge to today’s architect 

and builder, beautiful, new, cream-colored 
ROMANSTONE, the Texas Limestone 
Brick, stands supremely ahead of other building 
materials. For homes, churches and commercial 
buildings—for exteriors and interiors— 
ROMANSTONE gives an authoritative distinction 
that cannot be duplicated. Its beautiful styling 
makes it a perfect stone for trimming and decorating. 
Wonderfully marked by nature for untold 
centuries, ROMANSTONE is cut to one uniform 
size—1519" x 4” x 1347. It is priced to compete 
with other Roman bricks. For detailed information 
on this superb new stone, write to the address below. 


STONE BUILDING 
PRODUCTS, INC. 


608 Perry-Brooks Bldg., Austin, Texas 


Produced by 
TEXAS QUARRIES, INC, 
and 
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